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Experience University Research for Undergraduates 
(EUR Univ) is an academic and culturally immersive 
program designed to help highly motivated students 
take advantage of a Top 10 university campus, 
building practical skills in a variety of subject areas 
and gaining invaluable experience as they prepare to 
apply to top graduate programs and begin careers.

For the 2019 EUR Univ program, UCI dozens of 
students from the U.S., China, and Brazil, August 4-
24. 

Some students also joined the EUR Intro Week July 
28 – August 3, to spend extra time studying English 
and academic skills.

Program Overview



EUR Intro Week
July 28 – August 3, 2019
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EUR Intro Week touring 
UCI’s RapidTech 3D 

printing facility

Enjoying Crystal Cove 
State Beach with new 

friends

During EUR Intro Week, students 
took English language classes, 
toured UCI labs, and participated 
in activities with other 
international students in other 
UCI programs.

EUR Intro Week students visited 
UCI’s nuclear reactor facility and 
learned from UCI engineers



Coursework
Overview of EUR Classes
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Core Classes (3 hours/day)
All EUR Univ students took the following core classes to 
sharpen their oral and written communication skills in 
order to become successful graduate students and 
professionals.

Global Communication Skills – Students reviewed 
academic vocabulary, learn note-taking strategies, prepare 
oral presentations, annotate university lectures, and lead 
discussion groups.

Advanced Writing Compostion – Students learned the 
essentials of American university writing by thoroughly 
analyzing academic articles and developing evidence-
based claims.
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Electives (6-10 hours/week)

Intro to Environmental Analysis & Design

Students learn about climate change and public policy 
as they examine real-world case studies. Pictured on 
the right, Juliana Zanotto, Ph.D. (top left), John 
Whiteley, Ed.D. (top center), and Daniel G. Aldrich, III, 
UC Office of the President (top right) with EUR Univ
students.

Project Management Applied to Data Analytics

Students learn current data analytics methods 
involving Big Data and create innovative solutions to a 
business problem. Students performed data-driven 
discovery and prediction, extracting value and 
competitive intelligence for their projects.
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Electives Continued (6-10 hours/week)

Expressive Design with IoT Devices and Robots

Students learned about Python, IoT Devices, and 
Hardware by designing and programing robots to 
complete a series of pre-determined tasks using 
Raspberry Pi single-board computers. Pictured on the 
right, Saleem Yamani, M.S. (center) and Dave Dimas, 
Ph.D. (top right) with EUR students.

International Trade & Supply Chain

Students learned impact of the international trade in 
today’s global economy and how the supply chain 
works, including physical transportation, 
infrastructure, inventory and packaging, customs 
privileged facilities, and more.
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Electives Continued (6-10 hours/week)

JavaScript

Students learned how to utilize the power of 
JavaScript by combining it with HTML through the 
DOM (Document Object Model) in order to build fully 
functional web applications. Students learned many 
tools for real-world web application development. 
Pictured on the right, Humza Bhakhrani, Software 
Engineer at Google, teaches EUR students.
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Students share ideas in 
Global Communication Skills 

Students test out their 
coding with Dave Dimas and 

Saleem Yamani

A student gives a presentation in Project 
Management with Data Analytics

Linda Gruen gives feedback 
to a student in Advanced 
Writing Composition



Program Calendar – Social Ecology Track



Program Calendar – Project Management Track



Program Calendar – Engineering Track



Program Calendar – International Trade Track



Program Calendar – JavaScript Track



Activities
Academic and Cultural
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This year, EUR Univ students attended a series of 
academic activities in addition to their classes, 
including:  UCI Lab Tours, a Graduate Department 
Presentations, Guest Speakers, and Academic Advising.

Pictured on the right, UCI students watch the Pi Car 
Race, in which EUR Engineering Track students 
competed.

Academic Activities
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Engineering Track students pose 
with their Pi Cars on race day

Students used a 3D printer to 
modify and decorate their 

Raspberry Pi Cars

Stephane Muller, Director of 
Business & Technology 
Programs address students

EUR students learn how a nuclear 
reactor operates

An EUR students tests 
out a VR headset
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This year, EUR Univ students also attended many 
cultural activities on and off campus, including:  
Conversation Partner Meetings, Social Mixers, Local 
Attractions, and Cultural Classes.

Pictured on the right, EUR students at Universal Studios 
Hollywood.

Cultural Activities
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EUR students play basketball 
with UCI students

Buying some Disneyland 
souvenirs 

Learning to paddleboard in 
Newport Back Bay

EUR students hangout with 
their conversation partners



Cultural
Activity 

Calendar



Accommodations
UCI Dormitories & Campus
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Located on the UCI campus and just two years old, the 
Mesa Court Towers provide clean, comfortable 
accommodations to EUR students. 

A UCI Housing Advisor lived with students to provide 
24/7 support. Students also had access to laundry 
facilities and a kitchenette. 

Students dined in the Anteatery Cafeteria located in the 
Mesa Court Towers as well as in many of the 16 other 
dining locations on campus.

Dorm rooms are fully furnished and include bedding, 
towels, and Wi-Fi.

Mesa Court Towers



Faculty & Staff
Division of Continuing Education
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Karl Kottman
Program Manager
Lauren Sakakibara
Program Coordinator
Kanna Luong                                               
EUR Group Leader
Thao Nguyen                                              
General Assistant
(counter-clockwise from top right)

EUR Staff
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Below is a list of UCI professors and professional 
experts who taught courses in the EUR Univ
program.
Martin Wartenberg, MSEE, MBA

Saleem Yamani, M.S. (pictured)

Dave Dimas, Ph.D.

John Whiteley, Ed.D.

Juliana Zanotto, Ph.D.

Brad Holt, M.P.I.A .

Humza Bhakhrani, B.S. 

Rachel Fernandez, M.A.

Linda Gruen, M.A.

EUR Faculty



2019 
Certificate 
Ceremony

EUR University
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TESTIMONIALS
from 2019 EUR Univerity
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It benefited me a lot. I learned something new to me 
especially in the writing class. I improve my listening 
and writing skills… I really like to say thanks to all the 
instructors and professors here. They are so helpful 
and always willing to answer my questions so I really 
have a wonderful experience here. Thanks to UC Irvine, 
it's my honor to be here. 

Shijing LIANG (pictured)

I studied JavaScript here and it's really hard for me, 
kind of. The CSS and HTML, I didn't learn it before, but 
the teacher is really nice here. They teach you just like 
they are your classmates and teach you like... show 
you how to do this… if you want to have a different 
experience, a foreign experience in America, the best 
place you can go is UC Irvine. 

Shenglei ZHANG 



Thank you!
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